His Family
Avondale tells me that Mrs* Parnell was considered by the
people about the estate to be a " flighty " woman* They
said that her husband " was a clever man* but drifted along*
and allowed his wife to manage everything about their
children* She was * bad all along* and mad in the end**
She would go away and not see her husband for near a year
again*" Mr* Barry O'Brien* her son's biographer* met her
in 1896* two years before she died of burns at Avondale*
She was then about eighty years of age* and " animated
by one fixed idea* a rooted hatred of England; or rather* as
she herself put it* of * English dominion/" When Mr*
O'Brien enquired of her why her son had such an antipathy
to England* she replied, " Why should he not ? Have not
his ancestors always been opposed to England ? My grand-
father Tudor fought against the English in the War of In-
dependence* My father fought against the English in the
year 1812* and I suppose the Parnells had no great love for
them* * * * It was very natural for-Charles to dislike the
English; but it is not the English whom we dislike* or whom he
disliked* We have no objection to the English people;
we object to the English dominion* We would not have it in
America* Why should they have it in Ireland ? Why are
the English so jealous of outside interference in their affairs*
and why are they always trying to dip their fingers in every-
body's pie ? The English are hated in America for their
grasping policy; they are hated everywhere for their arro-
gance* greed* cant* and hypocrisy* No country must have
national rights or national aspirations but England* That is
the English creed* Well, other people don't see it; and the
English are astonished* They want us all to think they are
so goody-goody. They are simply thieves*"1
It is difficult to understand how Mrs* Parnell managed to
distinguish, in her hatred, between the policy of these fright-
1 Life of Charles Stewart Parnell, by R* Barry O*Bricn, voL i*> p* 29*
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